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NAFTA bluff?
Reports that the Trump administration is considering an executive order allowing the United States to formally withdraw from
NAFTA have sent a shudder through the markets. This order would give the United States the option to exit the trade agreement
should attempts at renegotiation fail.
This threat has yet again renewed the debate over whether the President actually has the authority to withdraw from trade
deals such as NAFTA without congressional approval. According to Gary Hufbauer of the Peterson Institute for International
Economics, a leading scholar on the matter, the President can withdraw from them unilaterally with only six months’ notice.
Regardless of whether he is right or wrong, we believe it is unlikely that President Trump will actually withdraw from
NAFTA. This is because doing so would elicit an uproar in Congress, risk disrupting the activities of companies with supply
chains spread across the hemisphere, hurt the economy and trigger a wave of lawsuits. Congress must also approve any new
trade agreement. All of this would consume Trump’s Presidency and prevent the administration from advancing other parts of
its agenda (i.e. taxes, healthcare and infrastructure)
Even more importantly, President Trump does not have to resort to the nuclear option of ripping up trade agreements in
order to implement protectionist measures. He has the legal authority to impose tariffs or quotas on virtually any sector
of the economy without the approval of Congress. This is because, over the past century, Congress has relinquished much of
its power to regulate trade to the executive branch. It has done so through such laws as the Trading with the Enemy Act of
1917, the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act of 1934, the Trade Expansion Act of 1962, the Trade Act of 1974, and the
International Emergency Economic Powers Act of 1977.
The only way for Congress to block this authority is to pass new legislation to repeal the powers it previously granted, but this
would require a two-thirds majority in both the House and the Senate in order to override a presidential veto.
As a result, we feel that his threat to tear up NAFTA is merely a negotiating tactic to leverage greater concessions from
Mexico, Canada and down the road China. It is also a signal to Trump’s electoral base that he is following through on his
promise to take a harder line on America’s trading partners.
The government must give a 90-day notice to Congress before formally entering negotiations. The longer the administration
waits, the more politically difficult it will become to formally renegotiate NAFTA. Mexico has an election scheduled for July
2018, which risks turning any concessions made to the United States into a campaign issue. These negotiations also run the
risk of becoming a major issue in the upcoming U.S. mid-term congressional elections (November 2018).
While it is highly unlikely NAFTA will be revoked, it is certain the U.S. will continue to take an increasingly protectionist stance.
This will be driven by the fact that opposition to free trade is one of the few things that unites an otherwise deeply divided
U.S. electorate.
In this environment, investors must do more than simply analyze the balance sheets of companies. They must also look at any
ongoing or potential future tensions with trading partners, since access to foreign markets should no longer be taken for
granted. The lumber sector is a case in point.

Angelo Katsoras

Geopolitical Briefing
Economics and Strategy
Montreal Office
514-879-2529
Stéfane Marion

Marc Pinsonneault

Kyle Dahms

Chief Economist and Strategist

Senior Economist

Economist

stefane.marion@nbc.ca

marc.pinsonneault@nbc.ca

kyle.dahms@nbc.ca

Paul-André Pinsonnault

Matthieu Arseneau

Senior Fixed Income Economist

Senior Economist

paulandre.pinsonnault@nbc.ca

matthieu.arseneau@nbc.ca

Toronto Office
416-869-8598

Krishen Rangasamy

Angelo Katsoras

Warren Lovely

Senior Economist

Geopolitical Analyst

MD, Public Sector Research and Strategy

krishen.rangasamy@nbc.ca

angelo.katsoras@nbc.ca

warren.lovely@nbc.ca

General – National Bank Financial (NBF) is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of National Bank of Canada. National Bank of Canada is a public company listed on Canadian stock exchanges.
The particulars contained herein were obtained from sources which we believe to be reliable but are not guaranteed by us and may be incomplete. The opinions expressed are based upon our analysis
and interpretation of these particulars and are not to be construed as a solicitation or offer to buy or sell the securities mentioned herein.
Research Analysts – The Research Analyst(s) who prepare these reports certify that their respective report accurately reflects his or her personal opinion and that no part of his/her compensation was,
is, or will be directly or indirectly related to the specific recommendations or views as to the securities or companies.
NBF compensates its Research Analysts from a variety of sources. The Research Department is a cost centre and is funded by the business activities of NBF including, Institutional Equity Sales
and Trading, Retail Sales, the correspondent clearing business, and Corporate and Investment Banking. Since the revenues from these businesses vary, the funds for research compensation vary.
No one business line has a greater influence than any other for Research Analyst compensation.
Canadian Residents – In respect of the distribution of this report in Canada, NBF accepts responsibility for its contents. To make further inquiry related to this report, Canadian residents should contact their
NBF professional representative. To effect any transaction, Canadian residents should contact their NBF Investment advisor.
U.S. Residents – With respect to the distribution of this report in the United States, National Bank of Canada Financial Inc. (NBCFI) is regulated by the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) and a member
of the Securities Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC). This report has been prepared in whole or in part by, research analysts employed by non-US affiliates of NBCFI that are not registered as broker/dealers in the
US. These non-US research analysts are not registered as associated persons of NBCFI and are not licensed or qualified as research analysts with FINRA or any other US regulatory authority and, accordingly, may
not be subject (among other things) to FINRA restrictions regarding communications by a research analyst with the subject company, public appearances by research analysts and trading securities held a research
analyst account.
All of the views expressed in this research report accurately reflect the research analysts’ personal views regarding any and all of the subject securities or issuers. No part of the analysts’ compensation was,
is, or will be, directly or indirectly, related to the specific recommendations or views expressed in this research report. The analyst responsible for the production of this report certifies that the views expressed
herein reflect his or her accurate personal and technical judgment at the moment of publication. Because the views of analysts may differ, members of the National Bank Financial Group may have or may in
the future issue reports that are inconsistent with this report, or that reach conclusions different from those in this report. To make further inquiry related to this report, United States residents should contact
their NBCFI registered representative.
UK Residents – In respect of the distribution of this report to UK residents, National Bank Financial Inc. has approved the contents (including, where necessary, for the purposes of Section 21(1) of the Financial
Services and Markets Act 2000). National Bank Financial Inc. and/or its parent and/or any companies within or affiliates of the National Bank of Canada group and/or any of their directors, officers and employees may
have or may have had interests or long or short positions in, and may at any time make purchases and/or sales as principal or agent, or may act or may have acted as market maker in the relevant investments or
related investments discussed in this report, or may act or have acted as investment and/or commercial banker with respect thereto. The value of investments can go down as well as up. Past performance will not
necessarily be repeated in the future. The investments contained in this report are not available to retail customers. This report does not constitute or form part of any offer for sale or subscription of or solicitation of
any offer to buy or subscribe for the securities described herein nor shall it or any part of it form the basis of or be relied on in connection with any contract or commitment whatsoever.
This information is only for distribution to Eligible Counterparties and Professional Clients in the United Kingdom within the meaning of the rules of the Financial Conduct Authority. National Bank Financial Inc.
is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and has its registered office at 71 Fenchurch Street, London, EC3M 4HD.
National Bank Financial Inc. is not authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and the Financial Conduct Authority to accept deposits in the United Kingdom.
HK Residents – With respect to the distribution of this report in Hong Kong by NBC Financial Markets Asia Limited (“NBCFMA”)which is licensed by the Securities and Futures Commission (“SFC”) to conduct
Type 1 (dealing in securities) regulated activity, the contents of this report are solely for informational purposes. It has not been approved by, reviewed by, verified by or filed with any regulator in Hong Kong.
Nothing herein is a recommendation, advice, offer or solicitation to buy or sell a product or service, nor an official confirmation of any transaction. None of the products issuers, NBCFMA or its affiliates or other persons
or entities named herein are obliged to notify you of changes to any information and none of the foregoing assume any loss suffered by you in reliance of such information.
The content of this report may contain information about investment products which are not authorized by SFC for offering to the public in Hong Kong and such information will only be available to, those persons who
are Professional Investors (as defined in the Securities and Futures Ordinance of Hong Kong (“SFO”)). If you are in any doubt as to your status you should consult a financial adviser or contact us.
This material is not meant to be marketing materials and is not intended for public distribution. Please note that neither this material nor the product referred to is authorized for sale by SFC. Please refer
to product prospectus for full details.
There may be conflicts of interest relating to NBCFMA or its affiliates’ businesses. These activities and interests include potential multiple advisory, transactional and financial and other interests in securities and
instruments that may be purchased or sold by NBCFMA or its affiliates, or in other investment vehicles which are managed by NBCFMA or its affiliates that may purchase or sell such securities and instruments.
No other entity within the National Bank of Canada group, including NBF, is licensed or registered with the SFC. Accordingly, such entities and their employees are not permitted and do not intend to:
(i) carry on a business in any regulated activity in Hong Kong; (ii) hold themselves out as carrying on a business in any regulated activity in Hong Kong; or (iii) actively market their services to the Hong Kong public.
Copyright – This report may not be reproduced in whole or in part, or further distributed or published or referred to in any manner whatsoever, nor may the information, opinions or conclusions contained in it be
referred to without in each case the prior express written consent of National Bank Financial.

